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A few quick thoughts on some highlights of the Portland Jazz Festival's second day:

Opinions will vary, of course, about who performed or sounded best at the festival, but for sheer backstory, it's hard to beat Diego Ramirez's history, shared by Bill Royston. Several years ago, when Royston put together a jazz festival in Cabo, he began looking for a local jazz group to include. He stumbled on a venue on the beach - literally - called The Office, and heard Ramirez playing on an electric piano. 

When Ramirez played at Royston's festival in Cabo, "this young man took the stage and the world stopped for an hour," Royston said. At that festival Ramirez so impressed listeners that he was invited onstage to play with Regina Carter. Royston promised he'd bring Ramirez to play in the United States - and on Saturday, that promise was fulfilled. Ramirez, wearing a black suit with a red tie and red shoes, gave the audience repeated thumbs-up signs after every song. It's hard to tell who was happier: the audience, for hearing the U.S. debut of someone who so clearly has a bright future ahead of him, or Ramirez, for being there.

